"Stem cells are undifferentiated, primitive cells with the ability both to multiply and to differentiate into specific kinds of cells. Stem cells hold the promise of allowing researchers to grow specialized cells or tissue, which could be used to treat injuries or disease (e.g., spinal cord injuries, Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease, diabetes, strokes, burns)." (Slevin, 2010)
Choose ONE of the following issues and post to its thread with supporting evidence. Respond to two peers who wrote about issues other than the one you chose.
1. Discuss what you feel are the potential benefits of stem cell research for Alzheimer's patients and their families.
2. Share your perspective on the stem cell debate regarding donation of surplus embryos to couples for “embryo adoption.”
3. Why is the task of disposing unused frozen human embryos different from disposing of other medical tissue?
4. Discuss why you think embryonic stem cell research “crosses a moral boundary.”


Peer 1
- Discuss what you feel are the potential benefits of stem cell research for Alzheimer's patients and their families.
Stem cells can grow into brain cells, and as a result, may have the potential to repair brain damage caused by neurological conditions, such as dementia. Stem cells have two important properties. First, they are able to reproduce themselves many times. Second, they can produce all the different cell types needed to make a human being, for instance heart cells, skin cells, nerve cells and so on. Stem cells can grow into brain cells, and as a result, have the potential to repair brain damage caused by neurological conditions, such as dementia. Stem cell therapy for Alzheimer's may be able to, improve functional memory, regenerate neurons, improve overall functional recovery, and replace damaged cells with healthy cells. Although it may be beneficial, the potential for stem cells to offer new treatments must be balanced with consideration of ethical issues raised by this type of research.


Peer 2
I feel the potential benefits of stem cell research for Alzheimer’s patients and their families are that the research can possibly help prevent someone from having memory loss. The research will help find a cure to either stop memory loss all together or possibly to stop the progression of it, so that someone may have only lost a small portion of their memory. “Stem cell therapy for Alzheimer's may be able to: improve functional memory, regenerate neurons, improve overall functional recovery, and replace damaged cells with health cells” (Cona, 2021, para 9). Stem cells can produce cells needed to make a human being, like nerve cells for example. If the research is successful many patents and families will be happy because their loved one will have their memory. I know someone who is currently experiencing dementia and when I see them interact with family it saddens me because there always re introducing themselves and then they share stories about old fun times together. If stem cell research finds a way to rebuild brain cells to help with memory loss it would save a lot of tears and time. “Stem cells can grow into brain cells, and as a result, may have the potential to repair brain damage caused by neurological conditions, such as dementia” (Alzheimer’s Society, n.d., para 1).
